Elective History Assignment 1
Prior to the Bali Bombings, you would be hard pressed to find anyone who knew what Jemaah Islamiyah was.
 But, since October 2002, Jemaah Islamiyah has rivalled Al Qaeda as one of the most well known terrorist organisations around, synonymous with violence throughout south-east Asia and Muslim extremism.

And yet, the true view of Jemaah Islamiyah still remains largely distorted. The Australian media, after the Bali Bombings, have worked in tandem to create a “climate of uncertainty, suspicion and fear”1 associated with Jemaah Islamiyah.

Likewise, although the methods used are polar opposites, in Indonesia, a similar nebulous 
nature is attributed to Jemaah Islamiyah. A not entirely healthy scepticism of America and Australia has arisen from a widespread opposition of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. As a result, the general population are dismissive of claims of Jemaah Islamiyah and are deeply concerned that “In the name of fighting JI, the military is reasserting its authority while fundamental democratic rights are being undermined—with the open backing of Washington and Canberra”1. This sentiment has also been magnified by Jemaah Islamiyah complete anonymity. 

Since then, Jemaah Islamiyah has been used for every purpose under the son; as a calling card for political leaders to promote the war on terror
, to a rallying point for other Islamic extremist terrorist organisations
, to the brunt of jokes by foolish ignorami. In reality, Jemaah Islamiyah is one of the most dangerous threats to Australia and the world – a chimera of “religious revival..., advances in modern science and technology”1 and a deadly anonymity comparable in nature to the IRA.
Jemaah Islamiyah's goal is, like many Muslim extremist terrorist organisations, to create an Islamic caliphate, that will be located in the Muslim areas of Southeast Asia, including the Phillipines, Malaysia, Thailand and Indonesia5. Despite its terrorist tactics, Jemaah Islamiyah is an extremely political group
, and is closely connected to a number of Islamic schools, especially suspected, then confirmed leader Abu Bakar Bashir’s school in central Java. Therefore, there seems little doubt that the Ngruki school is an outpost for Jemaah Islamiyah1. However, it is an umbrella group that is divided into many factions, that do experience conflict, as indicated by source 7:
A minority group, led by Hambali, is interested in focusing on a broader anti-Western agenda similar to al Qaeda, and in effecting change in the near term….Opposing this faction is a majority group within JI, depicted as the "bureaucrats," that sees these tactics as undermining its preferred, longer term strategy of building up military capacity and using religious proselytization to create a mass base sufficient to support an Islamic revolution. 

There is a discrepancy, however, between Jemaah Islamiyah and other terrorist groups in that Jemaah Islamiyah appeal mainly to the “economic and social aspirations of a backward layer of the Indonesian capitalist class, which regards Islam as a useful tool for gaining access to the privileges and profits it feels it has been denied”
, rather than attraction for the masses as can be seen in the Middle East. In a tract issued by Bashir and Sungkar, it was stated that all the evils that flowed from the Asian financial crisis were “a form of [punishment] due to our neglect of the blessings of Allah.”1 The meaning here is clear – Jemaah Islamiyah believes that the implementation of the Sharia will solve all the world’s problems. Such a view from the point of a terrorist organisation is not eccentric, but downright extremist, ludicrous and volatile. Simultaneously, Jemaah Islamiyah’s policies encourage communalism to keep the people uneducated, thus eliminating any resistance from those below. 1
It is important to note, that besides being one of the largest if not the largest terrorist groups in Southeast Asia, it has carried out the most notable attacks by far, and were one of the first organisations in Asia to use suicide bombing a as method of creating terror. These attacks were:
· October 2002: A triple bombing in Bali killed over 200 people. 7
· August 2003: Bombing of the J.W. Marriott in Jakarta, Indonesia. (Strongly suspected) 7
· September 2004: Australian embassy bombing in Jakarta that killed ten and wounded hundreds is thought to be a JI attack. 7
· Ritz Carlton and Marriott hotels, July 17, 2009

In the 2002 Bali Bombings on 12 October, 2002, a grand total of 3 bombs were set off in various nightclubs of Bali, Indonesia. Jemaah Islamiyah claimed direct responsibility for the act. This act is notable, not only for the publicity that it was made but the cold blooded planning, evident in the Paddy’s Pub bombs. To begin with, a suicide bomber detonated a relatively week TNT bomb in his backpack, resulting in a mass evacuation of the nightclub of both injured and uninjured tourists. Seconds after, a car bomb outside the nightclub, which was meant to be 100 times more powerful than the original bomb, but only ended up being 10 times as powerful, detonated causing the desired effect both in terms of casualties and psychologically, killing over 200 people.  The media caught on to both the casualty size and the shrewd planning executed by Jamaah Islamiyah, and the terror it caused. This was also magnified in that Jemaah Islamiyah only targeted obviously western bars
, rather than the Indonesian bars in the area. The media coverage was exhaustive, and this attack had huge economical impacts around the world, weakening the west and strengthening the resolve of Islamic extremists, and minimising Bali’s tourism 
 a perfect result for Jemaah Islamiyah. Ergo, terror was used to achieve the main goal of Jemaah Islamiyah in the Bali Bombings.
After the Bali bombings in October 2002, Jemaah Islamiyah did an excellent job of converting any terror it caused into hatred for the Americans through its reputation among the population as an American myth. This in turn played a role in exacerbating the nebulous nature of Jamaah Islamiyah. 1
In comparison, it can be said that the reason the Marriott hotel bombings in 2003 received neither as continuous nor as concerted media attention as the Bali bombings was because it was neither planned so well, nor didn’t cause terror through the number of casualties, with only 9 killed and about 150 wounded
. Despite the fact that the symbolism was clear in an attack on a very western hotel, all those who were killed were Indonesian workers, with the exception of a Dutch diplomat. These two bombings were the same in terms of symbolism, however the difference lies in the amount of terror that was caused from the body counts, and the concerted planning that went into the terrorist attacks. The comparison between these two bombings highlights how useful terrorist tactics are in achieving Jamaah Islamiyah’s objectives.
However, as with many terrorist organisations, Jemaah Islamiyah does not gain its reputation as terrorists purely through its acts, but also through what it represents. Jemaah Islamiyah literally means Islamic Congregation, and is famous as a “salafist jihadist” group.
 Jihad itself means holy war, and since the attacks that took place on September 11th and to a lesser extent beforehand, this has acquired a decidedly negative and terror-causing connotation. Within Southeast Asia, Salafi jihadis are closely associated with Al Qaeda and seek to revive medieval Islam, by concertedly targeting the enemies of Islam, all of which contain strong connotations of terror.13
An important weapon in Jemaah Islamiyah’s arsenal is there willingness to target civilians, as proven by their more famous terrorist acts outlined above – civilian attacks more than any other acts cause the greatest terror, as they are easily related to. 
Another important facet of Jemaah Islamiyah’s terror-causing capabilities is its large anonymity, proven by its nebulous nature. As with the IRA, Jemaah Islamiyah’s operatives, if not its leaders, are kept entirely secret. This clandestine nature not only helps its operatives, but also enhances their mystique as a terrorist organisation. It is hoped that through the use of terrorist tactics, Jemaah Islamiyah will make the people so fed up with the bombings that they will agree to Jemaah Islamiyah’s demands.

So what is the future of Jemaah Islamiyah? Up until the present day, despite being one of the most efficient and effective terrorist organisations currently in place, Jemaah Islamiyah has quite simply set virtually impossible goals to attain. Despite finding many new recruits in recent years, Jemaah Islamiyah has failed to succeed at least partially in its goals.  Since the 2002 Bali bombings, a huge crackdown has commenced and many of the less anonymous leaders such as Hambali have been imprisoned. However, as 
indicates, as Jemaah Islamiyah is damaged, it is far more dangerous than beforehand. Furthermore, in recent years there has been numerous reports of dissent within the Jemaah Islamiyah camp. Certain policies such as the fa’i which involves robbery from non-Muslims to fund the cause has caused uproar within the Jemaah Islamiyah community1, and concerns have also been raised about the recent types of targets, such as the Marriot bombings in 2003, which mainly targeted Indonesian workers, many who may have been Muslim1.
It seems unlikely that at any time in the future, Jemaah Islamiyah will be able to succeed in creating an Islamic caliphate in Southeast Asia, however it does seem likely that Jemaah Islamiyah will go to further and further lengths to attempt it. Jemaah Islamiyah’s connection with Al Qaeda is dubious,
 however if created a hybrid of those two organisations would be a much graver threat than the sum of its parts, and Al Qaeda would be given a much closer base to the west. The world has little to worry about from Jemaah Islamiyah itself, but terrorism as a whole is a greater threat than any country, because it wears no banners, has no uniform, and exists only in a person’s mind.
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